
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS. 
 Monday, May 16:  No meeting - see you at Respect for Law May 24! 
 Tuesday, May 24:  Respect for Law event, 6:30 pm, Sadye Gibbs Martin Community Center. 
 Monday, June 6:  Regular meeting, 6:30 pm, ABC Pizza. 

                              Special presentation on Future Career Academy by Yvonne Fry. 
 Monday, June 20:  Steak Night meeting, 6:15 grill time, 6:30 meeting, Parks & Rec admin office patio. 
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2021-2022 OFFICERS 
Mike Williamson, President 

president@plantcityoptimistclub.org  
Pat Stottlemyer, 1st VP  |  Robert Olszewski, 2nd VP 

Deryl Zimmerer, 3rd VP  |  Paul Woods, 4th VP 
Jeff Arnold, 5th VP  |  Jack Holland, 6th VP 

David Kinghorn, Secretary/Treasurer 
Walt Arnold, Sergeant at Arms 

2021-2023 BOARD MEMBERS 
Jeff Ogden, Immediate Past President 

2021-2022: 
Jeff Arnold  -  Cal Calhoun  -  Deryl Zimmerer 

2021-2023: 
Stan Hobby -  Doris Robbins  -  Darcy Stottlemyer 

NEXT MEETING IS TUESDAY, MAY 24 - RESPECT FOR LAW 
We will skip our normal 3rd Monday Steak Night in favor of holding our next meeting at the Respect for Law 
event on Tuesday, May 24, 6:30 pm, at the Sadye Gibbs Martin Community Center.  A quick meeting after 
the event will touch on a scholarships wrap-up, FY22-24 Board selection, and Golf Tournament planning 
(October 1, 2p, Diamond Hill).  Come join us and bring a new member candidate! 

RESPECT FOR LAW EVENT SET FOR MAY 24 
Each May, we take time to host some middle school at-risk youths in a dinner to instill respect for our law en-
forcement members.  At the dinner, our club recognizes the Plant City Police Department Officer of the 
Year, and this year we will also recognize the department’s Telecommunicator of the Year.  Our annual Re-
spect for Law Dinner will be held at  the Sadye Gibbs Martin Community Center at 6:30 pm on Tues-
day, May 24, with a hamburger and hotdog dinner being served to some local students and PCPD represent-
atives.  This event will replace our normal 3rd Monday in May meeting this year, so bring a new member can-
didate and help us support our local law enforcement family! 

One Plant City Police Department officer paid the ultimate price while 
protecting our community.  Read the story on pages 2 and 3 of this Oracle. 
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Did ‘ya know? 

May 15-21, 2022 

The Plant City Police Department has had one line of duty death, Robert E. 
Yates, who died on December 16, 1911, at the age of 22. 

Officer Yates was on patrol when he observed a suspicious man near the train 
depot. When Officer Yates attempted to question the man, he refused to cooper-
ate and drew a gun. The suspect fled on foot and Officer Yates pursued him. 

A guard at a stockade, two local residents, and two bloodhounds assisted Of-
ficer Yates in the chase. The suspect fled into a swamp, with Officer Yates and 
the civilians in pursuit. The two bloodhounds were sent in after the suspect, but 
he shot and killed them. 

Officer Yates and the civilians then entered the swamp. As they searched for the 
suspect, the suspect emerged from behind a tree and opened fire, striking Of-
ficer Yates and the stockade guard. 

Officer Yates was paralyzed by the shot. He died just over a month later from his 
wounds. The stockade guard recovered from his wounds. 

The suspect was apprehended the day after the incident and charged with mur-
der. He was subsequently sentenced to one year. 

Officer Yates had served with the Plant City Police Department for several 
months, and was survived by his wife, son, and daughter. 

Thank you PCPD Officer Yates and every officer from every jurisdiction, for your 
ultimate sacrifice in protecting the citizens you served. 

Chief James Bradford 
Plant City Police Department 

Engraved on Officer Yates’ monument in Oaklawn Cemetery – East: 

“Just as the morning of his life was opening into day, his 
young and lovely spirit passed from earth and grief away.” 



May 15-21, 2022 


